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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


i.  Public  Health.  Staff  - see  Page  1 of  Report, 

Health  Services. 

ii.  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities: 

The  Council  has  arranged  with  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory/" 
Service  of  the  School  of  Pathology,  Oxford,  to  perforin  its  pathological 
investigations.  An  economy  has  thereby  been  effected  and  a fuller 

service  been  acquired. 

( b )  Ambulanc e facilities. 

The  Austin  l8  iinbulance  continues  to  function  satisfactorily  and 
three  A.R.P.  ambulances  are  also  available. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  home  remains  as  in  the  previous  reports. 

(d)  Clinics: 


I-Iaternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

The  Welfare  has  been  held  weekly  at  the  School  Clinic,  the  M.O.H. 
attending  twice  each  month.  The  Centre  has  carried  on  its  functions 

satisfactorily.  National  pool  milk  has  been  available  for  supply  to 

-.others  but  there  seems  to  have  been  no  shortage  of  fresh  or  of  certain 
uwands  of  tinned  milk  so  the  demand  for  pool  milk  has  not  been  great. 

Other  Clinics  under  this  head  have  been  held  as  in  previous  years. 

(e)  Hospitals: 

No  change  in  the  hospitals  serving  this  area  has  occurred  since  the 
last  Medical  Officer  of  Health's  report. 
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Section  0 


Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  a^rea. 


1.  (i)  Water; 


During  the  yoar  the  nevj  pumps  at  Saiidliouse  Waterworks  were  used  to 
good  purijose  as,  apa,rt  from  the  large  increase  in  population  which  raised 
the  water  consumption  to  60/j  above  any  1939  level,  a.  larg’e  quantity  of 
water  was  supplied  to  the  Bucks  Water  Board  with  whom  a reciprocal 
agreement  for  supply?"  was  concluded  during  the  year. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  a.nd  are  no\j  in  operant  ion  whereby  frequent 
samples  from  supply  pipes  are  taken  for  presumptive  B Col:,  tests. 

No  extensions  of  mains  have  been  carried  out  during  the  jear. 


The  analysis  of  the  Sandhouse  Supply  is  as  follows 
Chemical  Characters; 


Parts  per 

Grains  per 

100,000. 

Gallon, 

'hlorine  in  Chlorides 

1.95 

1.36 

dilorine  x I.647  « Sodium  Chloride 

3.20 

2.24 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

Nil 

Nil 

Saline  Ammonia  . ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.002 

0.0014 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3 hours  at 

37  degrees  Centigrade 

0.012 

0.0084 

Remarks . 

From  a consideration  of  the  above  data,  no 

exception  can  be  taken 

to  the  use  of  this  water  for  domestic 

purposes. 

upon  chemical  grounds. 

Examination  for  Special  Bacteria. 


Coliform  bacilli  .....  absent  in  100  ml. 
Result  of  examination. 


From  a consideration  of  the  data,  no  exception  can  be  taken  to  the 
use  of  this  water  for  domestic  purposes,  upon  bacteriological  grounds. 


The  Council  continued  to  own  the  Great  Brickhill  Waterworks  which 


supplied  the  Parish  of  Gt.  Brickhill 
as  a standby  supply. 

The  following  is  a result  of  a 

Chemical  characters; 


Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

Chlorine  x 1.647  =*  Sodium  Chlorides 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

Saline  Ammonia  . . . . 

Albuminoid  ammonia 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3 hours  at  37°C 

Remarks . 


satisfactorily  as  well  as  being  used 
r e c e nt  analy  sis; 


Parts  per 

Grains  p 

100,000 

Gallon. 

1.50 

1.05 

2.47 

1.73 

0.75 

0.52 

Nil 

Nil. 

0.003 

0.0021 

0.008 

0.0056 

From  a consideration  of  the  data,  no  exception  can  be  talien  to  the 
use  of  this  water  for  domestic  purposes,  upon  chemical  grounds. 
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Examination  for  Special  Bacteria. 

ioliform  bacilli 
iiosult  of  Gxanination. 


From  a considei’ation  of  the  above  data,  no  exception  can  be  taken 
to  the  use  of  this  water  for  domestic  purposes,  upon  bacteriological  grounds 

(ii)  Drainage  : 

No  new  drainage  work  has  been  undertaken.  The  sewage  works  despite 

overloading  continue  to  function  sa/cisf actorlly . 

2.  (i)  Rivers  and  streams . 

There  has  been  no  serious  flooding  during  the  year,  'J'he  brook  at 
Simpson  has  been  cleaned  out  and  this  has  improved  flood  water  conditions 
in  the  village. 

3 , ( i ) Closet  accommodation. 

There  is  nothing  new  to  report.  The  drainage  is  all  on  vrater 
CcCirriage  except  for  a few  houses  at  Water  Eaton  which  will  be  converted  as 
soon  as  the  Water  Eaton  draanage  scheme  is  ca^rried  out.  This  scheme 

is  deferred  during  the  war. 


( i i ) Public  Olea.nsing . 


House  refu 

se  iscollected  weekly 

by  means  of  motor  vehicles  and  trade 

■•efuse  is  also 

collected 

and  dispose 

d of  at  a fixed  scale 

of  charges. 

(iii)  Sanitary 

Inspector 

‘s  report. 

Inspections  made. 

Water  . 

. 8l 

Housing  . 

. 110  Buildings 

. 53 

Bakehouses 

. 3 

Sewerage . 

. 55  Destructor 

. 27 

Factories. 

. 20 

Drainage e 

. 97  Smoke 

2 

Food 

Premises 

. . 35, 

Slaughterhouses 

. 31. 

Total 

Inspections 

. . 514. 

Houses  and  clothing  disinfected  . , 29 
Informal  notices  ....  *73 
Sta.tutory  Notices  ....  . - 


Details  of  defects. 


Plaster  & Ceilings  . 

• 

23 

Doors 

• 

31 

Floors 

• 

15 

Windows. 

• 

37 

Damp  course 

• 

3j> 

Pantry. 

• 

2 

Stairs 

• 

9 

Roof 

• 

17 

Spouts 

• 

27 

Drains  and  W. C.s. 

• 

21 

Paving 

• 

3 

Ashbins . 

• 

11 

Miscellaneous  . . 45* 


(iv)  Shops ; 

Inspections  have  been  made  under  the  Shops  Act,  1934  shops  in 

the  district  and  informal  notice  only  has  been  required  to  meet  the 
provisions  of  the  Act. 

( v)  Camping  sites. 

No  camping  sites  were  registered  in  the  area. 

(vi)  Smoke  aba'cement. 

There  have  been  no  complaints  or  action  taken  during  the  year. 

(vii)  Swlnming  baths  and  pools; 

in  this  position  sinco  least  year. 

- p;  ^ 


(a)  There  is  no  chcange 
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V^ii)  (b)  Tliera  is  one  privately  owned  swimming  pool  but  it  is  not  open 
for  the  gonera.1  public. 

( V i i i ) Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs ; 


Tiiore  lias  been  one  case  only  and  appropriate  action  was  tabcn,  with 
app  ar  0 n t s uc  c e s s . 

(ix)  Schools : 

The  evacuation  of  children  from  dangerous  areas  has  brought  many 
scholars  into  this  reception  areca.  In  consequence  all  the  Council  and 

Church  schools  are  more  than  full^  in  some  of  the  schools  it  has  been 
necessary  to  heave  tiro  sessions  so  that  all  the  scholars  could  be  taught. 

In  Bletchley  and  Fenny  Stratford  there  are  two  L.C.C.  schools,  the 
Ecclesbourne  Road  School  and  St.  Paul’s  School,  using  the  Pavilion  in 
Bletchley  Park,  the  Temperance  Hall  and  Spurgeon’s  Hall  a.nd  the  latter 
school  St,  Martin’s  Hall. 

The  amenities  of  these  buildings  cannot  compare  with  the  well-found 
schools  in  London  which  have  had  to  be  left.  Sympath^i  should  be  given 
to  both  teachers  and  scholars  in  the  difficult  conditions  which  they  so 
cheerfully  endure. 

Ropley  House. 


Ropley  House  was  opened  as  a Home  for  unbilletable  children  on 
April  1st  1940 • ^7  g^'3.  of  the  year  4.6  children  had  been  resident 

in  the  home.  Regular  visits  were  i)aid  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  who  isalso  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  the  home.  Monthly 
■■'■isits  have  been  made  by  the  Councillors. 

This  house  was  the  first  of  the  Hostels  and  Sick  Bays  approved 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  North  of  the  County,  under  the 
Evacuation  Scheme.  For  several  months  no  other  Hostel  was  ready, 

in  consequence  Ropley  House  was  called  upon  to  perform  functions  other 
than  those  for  which  it  was  intended.  In  the  new  year  1941^  this 

home  is  to  be  converted  into  a sick  bay,  and  Hostel  for  difficult 
children.  It  will  be  increasingly  useful  in  this  capacity. 


Section  D.  Housing. 

Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  josj'. 

1,  (1)  a.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . . 33 

b.  Number  of  Inspeotions  made  for  the  purpose  . . . . 

(2)  a.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-heo.d 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  Consolida.ted  Regulations,  I925 33 

b.  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . . . 5I 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ....  0 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  authority  or  their  Officers  . . .23 

3o  Action  under  Statutor3r  Powers  during  the  ^rear: 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9;  10  1^  11^3  Housing  Act,  193^* 


1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  idiich  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  . . . . ...  0 

2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices: 

a)  by  the  owners  . ...  . . . . . 0 

b)  b^/’  the  local  authority'-  ...  . . . . . 0 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . . . . 0 

2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

a)  By  the  owners  0 

b)  B;.?'  the  local  authority  . . . . ^ . . . . . 0 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  I3  of  the  Housing  Act  1^'^Si 

1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made  . . . . . . . . 0 

2)  Number  of  dx^elling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

demolition  orders  . . ........  0 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act  193^* 

1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respec'c  of  xijhich  closing  orders  xirere  made  . . . . 0 

2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  vjhich  Closing  Orders  were  determined  the 
tenement  or  room  halving  been  rendered  fit  .....  0 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936  - Part  IV.  Overcrowding . 


(a)  1.  Number  of  dxirellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  . . 0 

2.  Number  of  families  dxi7elling  therein  . 0 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . . 0 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  . 0 

(c)  1.  Number  of  Ceases  of  over croxfding  relieved  during  the  year  . 0 

2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  0 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dxirelling  houses  have  again 
been  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps 

for  the  abatement  of  overcrox^ding  .......  0 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  x>7ith  respect  to  overcrov/ding  conditions 
which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ma3r  consider  it 

desirable  to  report  0 


No  nex-7  Council  Houses  have  been  built  d-uring  the  3^ear. 


Section  E.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply:  There  are  34  farms  registered  and  30  retailors  of  milk. 

(b)  Meat: 


No.  slaughtered. 

No.  Inspected. 

No.  condemned.. 

Ca  G tie  .... 

1,354 

1,300 

47 

Calves  .... 

221 

150 

3 

Sheep  and  lambs  . 

6,542 

3,000 

37 

Pigs  .... 

146 

120 

20 

TOTALS 

8,263 

4,570 

107 

At  the  commencement  of  the  3^oar  the  centralised  meat  slaughtering 
scheme  was  commenced  under  the  Ministr3'’  of  Food  x-jhersb3/’  onl3r  two  slaughter- 
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iiouses  were  used  Teeth  being  under  the  control  of  the  Ministry,  Despite 
difficulties  this  has  enabled  a much  better  system  of  inspection  to  be 
carried  out  and  appears  to  point  a way  to  a national  solution  of  the 
difficulties  of  meat  inspection  which  confront  small  authorities.  The 
quality  of  the  meat  slaughtered  has  been  much  belovj  peace  time  sta.nde.rds. 

The  considerable  increase,  despite  ra,tioning,  of  the  amount  of  meaL,t 
slaughtered  is  because  Bletchley  is  a slaughtering  centre  for  a large  area 
beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  Urban  District. 

(c)  Other  Foods: 

During  the  year,  consignments  of  damaged  sugar  were  received  at  the 
sugar  refinery,  from  the  Port  of  London  and  have  been  purified  and  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  alcohol. 

Section  F,  Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  infectious  and  other  diseases. 

1.  General; 

During  the  last  few  months  of  I94O  there  was  a widespread  epidemic  of 
measles,  one  hundred  and  forty  six  cases  being  notified,  but  f ortunat el;?’ 
very  few  cases  were  complicated  and  no  deaths  occurred. 

Diphtheria  Prophylaxis. 

Diphtheria  prophylaxis  was  started  in  Bletchley  on  the  23ud  December 
1940*  Prior  to  this  d,ate  a notice  was  inserted  in  the  Bletchley  District 
G-azette  calling  the  attention  of  parents  to  the  desirability  of  having  their 
children  imm.unised  against  this  serious  illness.  Circulars  were 
Lstributed  through  the  schools  and  the  Council  Office.  School  teachers 
^re  asked  to  emphasis  the  satisfactory  nature  of  this  prophylatic  treatment 
..nd  the  pract icalls^  painlessness  of  the  procedure  and  the  very  small 
after-effects  of  the  inoculations. 

During  the  Christmas  holidays  six  afternoons  X'lere  set  aside  for 
injections  and  parents  were  urged  to  bring  their  children  to  the  School 
Clinic  where  the  treatment  was  given  free  of  charge.  A good  response 

resulted. 

The  vaccines  used  were,  at  first,  Borroughs  Wellcome  Toxoid-Antitoxin- 
Floccules  (T.A.F.)  . When  the  Alum-Precipitated-Toxoid  (A.P.T.)  supplied 
by  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Oxford  became 
available  the  vaccine  was  changed  to  this  preparation.  Prophylactic 
treatment  will  be  continued  in  I94I  on  two  afternoons  in  each  month. 

Throughout  the  year  immiunisation  injections  have  been  given  at  the 
Infa.nt  Welfare  Centre  held  in  the  School  Clinic. 

Only  one  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  during  the  3/’ear. 

Table  showing  number  of  cases  notified  and  numbers  admitted  to 
an  Isolation  Hospital. 


Disease , 

1939 

Notified.  Admitted  to 

Hospital . 

1940 

Notified. 

Admiitted  to 
Hospital. 

Diphtheria 

7 

7 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

36 

36 

16 

14 

Erysipelas 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

2 

0 

29 

0 

Measles 

0 

0 

146 

0 

Whooping  cough 

- 

- 

6 

0 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  According  to  A^e  and  Sex. 

Total  Under  1 - 2.  2-3,  3-4,  4-5.  5-IO.  IO-I5.  I5-2O.  2O-35.  35-45.  45-65.  Over  Total 

all  1 yr.  65.  Deatlis. 
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TUBERCULO  SIS. 


Age  periods. 
Years . 

New  Cases. 
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